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Cirencester Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group

MINUTES of the Cirencester Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group meeting held on Tuesday 3rd September 2024 at 9:00am via Zoom.

PRESENT:
Cllr Nigel Robbins, Chair of the Steering Group (CTC Councillor Representative)
Nicholas Arbuthnott (Community Representative)
Tony Buxton (Community Representative)
Cllr Andy Jopp (CTC Councillor Representative) 
Andrew Tubb (CEO Cirencester Town Council) 
Cllr Patrick Coleman (CTC Councillor Representative)
David Halkyard
Matthew Britton

Officers:  Sian Burke-Murphy, CTC, Project Officer, Corporate Services and Joseph Walker, Community Partnerships Officer (Publica), on behalf of CDC

35.24	Apologies
Martin Portus (Community Representative) 
Cllr Sabrina Dixon (Chair of the Cirencester Town Council Climate and Environment Committee)

36.24	Declarations of Interest
None received.

37.24	Minutes of the Meeting
The Steering Group received, and approved as an accurate record, the Minutes of the Steering Group meeting held on 4th June 2024.

38.24	Matters Arising
None received.

39.24	Cotswold District Council update
The Steering Group received an update from officers of CDC on the Town Centre Masterplan and Local Plan consultations.

Consultation reports for TCMP and Local Plan consultations are expected in the autumn and further consultation on the TCMP SPD is planned for March 2025 ahead of submitting to examination in the second quarter of 2025. Overall, the vision and principles are strongly supported 

Next steps:
A process is underway to finalise the consultation version of the TCMP by the end of 2024, turning it into a SPD. 
Action: CDC to arrange a workshop with NPSG, in the Autumn, to ensure the TCMP SPD works with the emerging NP.

The importance of aligning TCMP SPD and Reg16 NP consultations was raised again and it was it was noted that currently, the timescale for Reg16 NP consultation is such that it may be possible to align the two consultations in the new year.

It was reported that the Local Plan partial update is continuing, with its emphasis on green to the core. At the same time, there is the requirement for revisions extending it to 2041, which look at site allocations and targets for new development. CDC is waiting to see what the impact of NPPF changes will be on Local Plan requirements.
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40.24 Reg16 Neighbourhood Plan Draft Report
The Steering group received and commented on Reg16 draft changes to Vision, Objectives and Policy wording, which were based on feedback from statutory consultees and the public.  

	Notable areas of discussion included:
· Aim 4.2 – reference to ‘increasing pedestrian access within the town centre’ vs ‘increasing pedestrian areas within the town centre’
· Ensuring the NP remains green to the core and reflects Council targets to minimise greenhouse emissions.
· TC policy wording – simplified TC1 and TC2 into a single policy, making clear the distinction between application to defined town centre area (CDC Local Plan and TCMP) and boundary of an Area of Distinctive Character falling outside the town centre area.
· AM4 policy wording – removal of references to proposed sites and instead focusing on integrated mobility hub proposals being supported where viability principles outlined in the NP have been taken into consideration.
· AM5 policy wording – removal of specifically named places and priority levels with regards to transport links, and instead focusing on links which are ‘socially and economically important to Cirencester’.
· DBE1, DBE3, DBE4 and NE5 (green gaps) policy wording – revisions to reflect CDC recommendations.
· DBE5 policy wording – original wording, with reference to embodied carbon, reinstated.
· QPR2 policy wording – revise to ensure all areas of the town and further extensions be guided by the ‘Public Realm Design Code’, to create a high-quality cohesive sense of place across the whole town. The danger is that bad practise and low quality will be extended because it ‘reflects its immediate setting’
· TMN1 policy wording – It was explained that changes to policy clauses were based on advice from CDC that the policy should be more flexible, using maps as evidence, rather that making the maps, which are a snapshot in time, part of the policy itself.
· WBC1 policy wording – (a) and (c) removed as they are TRO matters and (f) removed as it is not a planning matter.

41.24	Next Steps regarding preparation of the full Reg16 draft, including Basic Conditions Statement and Consultation Statement
· Tuesday 15th October, 9am via Zoom – Formal NPSG meeting to sign off Reg16 document, Basic Conditions and Consultation Statement ahead of recommendation to the Planning Committee on 22nd October and Council on November 12th.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Tuesday 5th November, 9am via Zoom – Optional meeting to consider any comments received from the Planning Committee following its meeting on 22nd October and before Reg16 documents go to Council on November 12th.
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