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Cirencester Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group

MINUTES of the Cirencester Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group meeting held on Tuesday 7th May 2024 at 9:00am via Zoom.

PRESENT:
Cllr Nigel Robbins, Chair of the Steering Group (CTC Councillor Representative)
Nicholas Arbuthnott (Community Representative)
Martin Portus (Community Representative) 
Tony Buxton (Community Representative)
Cllr Andy Jopp (CTC Councillor Representative) 
Richard Eastham, Director Feria Urbanism 

Officers:  Sian Burke-Murphy, CTC, Project Officer, Corporate Services and Joseph Walker, Community Partnerships Officer (Publica), on behalf of CDC

17.24	Apologies
Andrew Tubb (CEO Cirencester Town Council) 
Cllr Patrick Coleman (CTC Councillor Representative)
James Brain, (Forward Planning Manager, Cotswold District Council) 
Cllr Sabrina Dixon (Chair of the Cirencester Town Council Climate and Environment Committee)

18.24	To Appointment of Chair for the Cirencester Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group
The Committee received no nominations and subsequently re-appointed Councillor Robbins as the Chair of the CNP SG.

19.24	Declarations of Interest
None received.

20.24	Minutes of the Meeting
The Steering Group received, and approved as an accurate record, the Minutes of the Steering Group meeting held on 5th March 2024 and acknowledged the Notes of the meeting held on 2nd April 2024, which was not quorate.

21.24	Matters Arising
[bookmark: _Hlk108619665]None received.

22.24	Cotswold District Council update
The Steering Group received an update from officers of CDC on the Town Centre Masterplan and Local Plan consultations.

The consultations and associated workshops are reported to have attracted good numbers - comments are currently being analysed and outcomes will be shared with the Steering Group when available.



23.24	Reg14 NP Consultation
· The Steering Group received a summary analysis of community comments, and recommendations, in relation to sections identified as having the most red/unhappy comments.
05 Cirencester Town Centre Policy TC1 and TC2
06 Access & Movement Policy AM3
07 Design & Built Environment Policy DBE5 
12 Wellbeing & Community Policy WBC1 and WBC2
Comments received from the community were generally very positive and it was agreed that the recommendations proposed in relation to the sections above were appropriate.

· The group received a ‘high level’ review, with recommendations, from Feria on feedback from ‘Statutory Consultees’.

The comments from the statutory bodies were broadly positive and supportive of the draft
Plan, with no fundamental objections or areas of serious concern. Of particular note were comments from CDC, Cirencester Wildlife Trust and CDC officers from landscape and heritage teams. 

Feria’s advice to the group was that “Comments from Joseph Walker at Cotswold District
Council (CDC) are the most important. He has provided a clear, sound, and reasonable set
of instructions that are of enormous benefit to the group at this stage. All comments as
submitted should be acted upon by the group as the plan is revised. Likewise, the other CDC officers, such as landscape and heritage have provided helpful insights that can improve the quality and accuracy of the plan. Furthermore, the Cirencester Wildlife Trust has provided some extensive and helpful comments, and it is suggested the group delve into these to see which of these comments can add value, detail and add emphasis to various elements of the plan and help sharpen up the content.”

· The group received a 20MNH paper which comprised of a summary of the key outcomes/proposals arising from the 20MNH focus group held in March and also included recommendations for moving forward which take account of advice and comment from Feria Urbanism and key Statutory Consultees.
.
There was disagreement on the mapping approach recommended and so the group discussed and considered various ways to map the 20MNHs with a view producing a more meaningful depiction for the purposes of the NP.

There was discussion around the pros and cons of using rigid circles vs lozenges and Primary Schools as a base line from which to add other facilities in the area.

The importance of ensuring the policy sets out the outcome you want, was also highlighted. The group were cautioned about the potential impact of putting 20MNH boundaries around the edge of town, for example, when a school is at the edge of the town, which could open up the prospect of development occurring outside the development area. It was recommended to the group that a mapping methodology to create lozenge maps, which consider this and other elements, as well as proximity to identified ‘daily and weekly’ key facilities’, would be a more meaningful and practical methodology for planning purposes.
ACTION: The Chair will convene an informal meeting with members of the NPSG to discuss further and agree mapping approach, with RE advising, to take this forward. 

· The Group received a reminder of next steps regarding consolidation and analysis of ALL feedback from Community and Statutory Consultees as we work towards preparation of the Reg16 document.

RE described three documents which will need to be prepared by the NPSG for Reg16:
· Reg 16 revised plan
· Basic conditions statement – This is how CTC thinks the revised plan has regard to national policy, contributes to the achievement of sustainable development and is in general conformity with the strategic policies in the development plan for the local area.
· Consultation statement – This comprises two parts:
· Narrative on who was consulted and how, to demonstrate we have reached out to public, Statutory Consultees and other stakeholders.
· A table of ALL community, stakeholder and ‘Statutory Consultees’ comments received in in response to the Reg14 consultation, setting out how and why they have or have not been acted upon.

ACTION: The consultation table described above with recommended revisions to the Reg14 draft, will be made available to the NPSG at the meeting on the 4th June, for discussion and agreement. The table can then be used to implement in a methodical way, the revisions to the plan.
[bookmark: _Hlk108620010]
24.24	Budget update (carried forward from the April meeting)
The Steering Group received an updated budget, including Reg14 consultation costs.

25.24	Information Announcements and Matters Identified for Future Consideration
None received. 

26.24	Date and Time of Future Meetings
The first Tuesday of each month, with quarterly budget updates in January, April, July and October Next meeting: Tuesday 4th June 2024. 
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