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Cirencester Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group

MINUTES of the Cirencester Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group meeting held on Tuesday 4th June 2024 at 9:00am via Zoom.

PRESENT:
Cllr Nigel Robbins, Chair of the Steering Group (CTC Councillor Representative)
Nicholas Arbuthnott (Community Representative)
Martin Portus (Community Representative) 
Tony Buxton (Community Representative)
Cllr Andy Jopp (CTC Councillor Representative) 
Andrew Tubb (CEO Cirencester Town Council) 
Cllr Patrick Coleman (CTC Councillor Representative)

Officers:  Sian Burke-Murphy, CTC, Project Officer, Corporate Services and Joseph Walker, Community Partnerships Officer (Publica), on behalf of CDC

27.24	Apologies
James Brain, (Forward Planning Manager, Cotswold District Council) 
Cllr Sabrina Dixon (Chair of the Cirencester Town Council Climate and Environment Committee)

28.24	Declarations of Interest
None received.

29.24	Minutes of the Meeting
The Steering Group received, and approved as an accurate record, the Minutes of the Steering Group meeting held on 7th May 2024.

30.24	Matters Arising
[bookmark: _Hlk108619665]None received.

31.24	Cotswold District Council update
The Steering Group received an update from officers of CDC on the Town Centre Masterplan and Local Plan consultations.
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It was reported that James Brain will be moving on from CDC to take up a post at Stroud District Council. Matthew Britton, who will be acting up as Lead on Planning Policy at CDC, will take James place alongside Joseph Walker, in an advisory capacity on the NPSG. Adrian Harding, as interim Head of Planning at CDC, will work with the NPSG on TCMP issues.

Consultation reports for TCMP and Local Plan consultations are expected late summer/autumn and further consultation on the Local Plan is planned for early 2025 ahead of submitting to examination in the second quarter of 2025.

Dates for next TCMP consultation to be confirmed and CDC recommends aligning this with the NP Reg16 consultation again if possible.

The Parking report is due in July/August 2024.

32.24 Reg14 NP Consultation
1. The Steering group received an update regarding consolidation and analysis of feedback from statutory consultees, stakeholders and community members which is still underway, as is work to develop the Consultation Statement, within which this will sit. 

There was discussion about the list of proposed Local Green Space Designations referenced in Policy NE6 and set out in Appx 04 with regards to feedback received from CDC. It was agreed that the following should be borne in mind when finalising this list:
· Is a LGS being put forward already adequately protected and is it therefore repetition?
· If a space isn’t developable, being designated as LGS wouldn’t help anyway.
· Each space proposed must be demonstrably special to local people.
· It is not advisable to add a space between Reg14 and 16 due to necessary consultation with the landowner.
· At Reg16 there is potential for modifications to the list from the examiner but it is not grounds for failure of a NP.

2. The Steering Group received an update from the Chair and community members, relating to the 20 Minute Neighbourhood Policy TMN1, following the Reg14 focus group.

A series of deficit maps, based on actual walking distances from key facilities, were shared with the Steering Group. These addressed issues identified in our last meeting, with regards to the mapping approach. It was agreed that the deficit maps provided a more meaningful depiction for the purposes of the NP and that when ‘made’ would enable the Planning Committee to easily see where a planning application received for consideration might reduce a deficit or otherwise. This could potentially be grounds for approval or objection.

JW approved this method of mapping, noting that the narrative in TMN1 remains unchanged. However, JW urged caution in too much detail being applied to the maps as it could lead to difficulties in evidence. Much better to stick to the criteria-based approach, alongside the indicative mapping.

There was discussion around merits of retaining the circles map as a theoretical depiction alongside the deficit map. Further consideration of this to be given through the ongoing process of analysing consultation responses.

3. The Steering Group were informed of next steps regarding the feedback analysis, revising the Reg14 document and preparation of the consultation statement:
· Aim to finalise Reg16 draft NP and Consultation Statement at NPSG meeting on the 3rd September
· Basic Conditions Statement, to be drafted by Feria, will follow soon afterwards.
· There will be check points in July and August (dates tbc) where NPSG and Planning Committee will have opportunity to see and comment on progress with regards to Reg16 draft and Consultation Statement.

· Aim to go out to Reg16 Consultation in the Autumn 2024 and will liaise with CDC re. TCMP Consultation dates to see if it makes sense to align again.
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33.24	Information Announcements and Matters Identified for Future Consideration
None received. 

34.24	Date and Time of Future Meetings
The first Tuesday of each month, with quarterly budget updates in January, April, July and October.

The decision has been made to cancel NPSG meetings in July and August and so our next meeting will Tuesday 3rd September 2024.


[image: Picture 3]
image1.png




image2.jpeg




