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Cirencester Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group

MINUTES of the Cirencester Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group meeting held on Tuesday 5th December 2023 at 9:00am via Zoom.

PRESENT:
Cllr Nigel Robbins, Chair of the Steering Group (CTC Councillor Representative)
Christina Ibbotson (Community Representative)
Martin Portus (Community Representative) 
Nicholas Arbuthnott (Community Representative)
Tony Buxton (Community Representative)
Andrew Tubb (CEO Cirencester Town Council) 
Cllr Andy Jopp (CTC Councillor Representative) 
James Brain, (Forward Planning Manager, Cotswold District Council) – until 10.15
Richard Eastham, Director Feria Urbanism 

Officers:  Sian Burke-Murphy, CTC, Project Officer, Corporate Services and Joseph Walker, Community Partnerships Officer (Publica), on behalf of CDC

76.23	Apologies
Cllr Patrick Coleman (CDC Councillor Representative)

[bookmark: _GoBack]77.23	Apologies
Cllr Sabrina Dixon (Chair of the Cirencester Town Council Climate and Environment Committee)

78.23	Declarations of Interest
None received

79.23	Minutes of the Meeting
The Steering Group received, and approved as an accurate record, the Minutes of the Steering Group meeting held on 7th November 2023.

80.23	Matters Arising
None received

[bookmark: _Hlk108619665]81.23	Cotswold District Council update (9.10am)
The CNP SG received an update from CDC on the Town Centre Masterplan and active/sustainable travel.
· Revised Local Plan and high-level principles of proposed TCMP to go out for 6 weeks consultation, from 1st February 2024.
ACTION: JB to share consultation documents and questions to be asked
· Access and Movement Study (being undertaken by SYSTRA) is now complete, with over 500 comments received in response to the parking survey.
· The other two key feasibility studies; CC Archaeology and Market and Viability Assessments are expected to conclude early in 2024.
ACTION: JB to present back to NPSG when complete.



In alignment with the CDCs plans to consult on high-level principles of the proposed TCMP, it was confirmed that the NP Reg14 Consultation, would be complementary in its approach.

82.23	Draft Reg14 Plan
· The group heard an update from the CEO of CTC, concerning the outcome of the full Council meeting in November, at which the Reg14 draft officers report, setting out draft vision, aims and objectives, and policies was approved by members for public consultation subject to delegated authority to the Chief Executive Officer in consultation with the Chair of Council, Lead Member for Planning and Chair of the Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group to review and revise the document, as outlined in the report. The CEO will also seek to ensure the consultant is comfortable with revisions to the draft.
· ACTION: CEO of CTC to make initial set of revisions as agreed, by 18th December 
· [bookmark: _Hlk150338049][bookmark: _Hlk108620010]ACTION: Projects Officer to work with RE to add images to the document by 18th December

83.23 Reg14 NP Consultation
The group discussed some important elements to consider for the Reg14 Consultation in January 2024 in order to raise awareness that the document is out there and drive traffic to the Commonplace survey.
· Communications Plan – SBM to draft
· Postcards for wide circulation – SBM to organise
· Window cover display at former HOF building – CEO informed the group of an agreement in place with the building owners to enable this.
· Letters to Stakeholders – RE reminded the group that getting these letters out one week before the Consultation begins is one of CTCs obligations. SBM has received a list of stakeholders from JW and RE to provide letter templates.
· Exhibition boards for the planned drop-in events to be organised by SBM/RE.

84.23	Budget update
The CEO provided a budget update, informing the group of circa 35K of available funds, some of which is committed and also confirming that there is adequate budget available for the NP Reg14 consultation in January. 

85.23	Information Announcements and Matters Identified for Future Consideration
None

86.23	Date, Time and Format of Future Meetings
Scheduled Tuesday dates for 2024 to be confirmed, with quarterly budget updates in January, April, July and October.
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