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Cirencester Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group

MINUTES of the Cirencester Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group meeting held on Tuesday 10th October 2023 at 9:00am via Zoom.

PRESENT:
Cllr Nigel Robbins, Chair of the Steering Group (CTC Councillor Representative)
Christina Ibbotson (Community Representative)
Martin Portus (Community Representative) 
Nicholas Arbuthnott (Community Representative)
Tony Buxton (Community Representative)
Andrew Tubb (CEO Cirencester Town Council) 
Cllr Andy Jopp (CTC Councillor Representative) 
Cllr Patrick Coleman (CDC Councillor Representative)
James Brain, (Forward Planning Manager, Cotswold District Council)
Richard Eastham, Director Feria Urbanism 

Officers:  Sian Burke-Murphy, CTC, Project Officer, Corporate Services and Joseph Walker, Community Partnerships Officer (Publica), on behalf of CDC

57.23	Apologies
Cllr Sabrina Dixon (Chair of the Cirencester Town Council Climate and Environment Group)

58.23	Declarations of Interest
None received

59.23	Minutes of the Meeting
The Steering Group received, and approved as an accurate record, the Minutes of the Steering Group meeting held on 1st August 2023; subject to a request for clarification of timescales approved.

60.23	Matters Arising
It was noted that Cllr A. Pellegram has stood down from NPSG. The Chair expressed thanks, on behalf of the group, for the contribution she made during her time with the NPSG.  The CEO of the Town Council will ask for another elected member to join the NPSG at the Council meeting in November.

[bookmark: _Hlk108619665]61.23	Draft Reg14 Plan
The group considered the NP Reg14 draft for approval and recommendation to the Planning Committee. 

There was conversation around the following aspects:
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Wording associated with the 20-min Neighbourhood vs the walkable town centre - It was understood that the concept of the complete 20 minute Neighbourhood relates to the outlying neighbourhoods, and not the Town Centre, which is already complete (or walkable) - this is dealt with separately under Access and Movement by improving  the 'spokes' connectivity from the centre to the Neighbourhoods, while the 'wheel improves connections between the various neighbourhoods.
· ACTION: RE to tighten up the wording around this where needed and to use maps produced by NA to illustrate.
· Fabric First – RE agreed with the group, that fabric first is important and referenced in Policy DBE5 and para 7.44 and 7.46. The wording for this policy was endorsed by JB.
· Access & Movement - The seven cycle routes that are referenced in the supporting text of AM2 are there because they link town and country, e.g. these are the longer distance routes. There was question about whether or not LCWIP has been reflected in the draft.
ACTION: RE to check this and revise accordingly.
· Mobility Hub – RE explained to the group that in recent meetings with CDC, it was made clear that certain sites will not work as a location for the Mobility Hub. Work is still ongoing to determine the best location, through various technical studies, and until such time a location is identified, we have been advised to keep the policy non-site specific. Thus, setting out the criteria to find a location through Policy AM 4 clause b) and para. 6.22 is the next best approach. 
· Concept Plan – MP proposed the idea of a concept plan being incorporated into the NP, in which principles of development and views are fully embraced. JB warned against a pre-masterplan concept plan, as it is important that the NP is not in conflict with the TCMP.
ACTION: JB will share SYSTRA work when available so that it can be considered in the thinking around the idea of a Concept Plan.

Subsequently, the draft was approved by the NPSG (6 voting to approve and 1 abstaining) for recommendation to the Planning Committee, subject to the addition of missing elements of LCWIP and outstanding images and diagrams prior to Public Consultation.

It was determined by the CEO that a pre-briefing for the Planning Committee, to afford them the same opportunity to request clarification around elements of the Reg14 Draft, would be helpful. 
ACTION: SBM to arrange.

[bookmark: _Hlk108620010]
62.23	Cotswold District Council Update
The CNP SG received an update from CDC on the Town Centre Masterplan and active/sustainable travel.
· Three key feasibility studies; Access and Movement Study (being undertaken by SYSTRA), Archaeology Review (by Cotswold Archaeology) and Market and Viability Assessments, are due to conclude before the end of 2023. 
· CDC aims to go to public consultation with TCMP in January 2024.

With regards to the Reg18 consultation for the Local Plan, CDC have commissioned the LDA to update the design code for January 2024.

63.23	Reg14 NP Consultation
It was recommended to the group, and agreed, that the Reg14 Consultation should take place in January 2024. 

There was a discussion around the merits of a joint consultation for Reg14 NP and the TCMP and it was agreed that this would be the preferred option.

With the budget update to be provided on the 7th November (allowing for extended discussions on the Reg14 draft today), the CEO confirmed, at this point, that there is adequate budget available for the Reg14 consultation in January.


64.23	Information Announcements and Matters Identified for Future Consideration
None

65.23	Date, Time and Format of Future Meetings
Scheduled Tuesday dates are as follows: 7th Nov and 5th Dec with quarterly budget updates in January, April, July and October.

Please note that due to priorities concerning the approval of the Reg14 draft at today’s meeting, a Budget update will be provided at the meeting on the 7th November.
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