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Cirencester Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group

MINUTES of the Cirencester Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group meeting held on Tuesday 4th April 2023 at 9:00am via Zoom.

PRESENT:
Brian Hudson, Chair of the Steering Group (Community Representative)
Christina Ibbotson (Community Representative)
Martin Portus (Community Representative) 
Cllr Nick Bridges (CTC Councillor Representative) 
Cllr Jan Gronow (CTC Councillor Representative)
Cllr Patrick Coleman (CDC Councillor Representative)
Richard Eastham, Director Feria Urbanism 

Officers:  Sian Burke-Murphy, CTC, Project Officer, Corporate Services, Joseph Walker, Community Partnerships Officer (Publica), on behalf of CDC

13.23	Apologies
Andrew Tubb (CEO Cirencester Town Council) 
Jim Grant (Community Representative) 
Cllr Sabrina Dixon (Chair of the Cirencester Town Council Climate Change Advisory Group)

14.23	Absent
Marco Taylor (Community Representative) 
Nicholas Arbuthnott (Community Representative)
Tony Buxton (Community Representative)
Cllr Nigel Robbins (CTC Councillor Representative)
James Brain, (Forward Planning Manager, Cotswold District Council)

15.23	Declarations of Interest
None declared.

16.23	Minutes of the Meeting
The Steering Group received, and approved as an accurate record, the Minutes of the Steering Group meeting held on 14th February 2023.  

17.23	Matters Arising
· BDH reported that Primary residency and Multiple occupation policies are still outstanding, following December’s meeting where they were put on hold and when JB undertook to raise the topic for the Local Plan Review. 
ACTION: BDH to set up meetings with JW and JB to discuss this once the SG are clear on how they want to address these issues in the NP.




[bookmark: _Hlk108619665]18.23	Reg14 drafting
The NPSG noted receipt of two previously circulated documents outlining key outcomes of meetings on March 1st and 17th.  
· Following on from what was a very constructive workshop on Wednesday 1st, the document set out the resulting pathway, agreed between CNP SG and RE, to get Reg14 NP to the point of SG sign-off and recommendation to CTC that the final plan be published as a Reg14 pre-submission draft plan. 
· The second meeting, on the 17th, was held to agree an Action Plan to deliver the tasks set out in the Feria paper - Comments on Materials Received from NPSG Community Members and Way Forward.  

Currently, the Community members sub-group is adding further detail to the initial draft and will submit a full draft to Feria by 15th May, ready for a “deep dive” soon afterwards to ensure it is consistent and covers all the necessary topics and details.

19.23	NPSG Sub Group
The SG praised community members for all the hard work they continue to put into the development of the CNP and confirmed it is happy with the way things are moving forward and for the Community members sub-group to continue with its work.

[bookmark: _Hlk108620010]20.23	CDC update
· Town Centre Masterplan - With apologies, JB was not in attendance but the group acknowledged and expressed huge thanks to James for the presentation, outlining current thinking in relation to the TCMP, he gave on 22nd March which was very interesting and informative. Thanks were also extended to Cllr Nigel Robbins for setting it up.
· Primary Care Site Strategy – BDH reported that the motion regarding proactive engagement with the Primary Care Surgeries to find sites to meet future needs, which was originally due to go to cabinet in November and then delayed to Spring 2023, continues to be delayed. This prompted discussion amongst the NPSG about what exactly the NP’s role could be in regard to Primary Care in Cirencester.

Feria provided clarification as follows:
Overview
Neighbourhood plans are primarily about land use and buildings so cannot effectively start to discuss/agree the operational matters on issues around health care provision. What they can do is present a planning policy context which will make it easier for primary care facilities to be built and/or delivered within the plan area. This could be in the form of either new buildings, or change of use of existing buildings or land. Such facilities will almost always need planning permission and the role of the NDP is to make the process of granting that planning permission easier and more straightforward.

Site Specific Policy
The first option is for a piece of land to be identified and formally allocated for primary care functions. This will entail a red line being placed around a piece of land of the correct size, a map included in the NDP and a description being given for the preferred functions. The policy would use wording along the lines of “Land at XX has been allocated for primary care uses and planning applications will be supported that deliver (insert description)”



Plan-Wide Policy
In the absence of an identified site, a plan-wide policy can be included. This gives general support for the primary care function and wording would be along the lines of “Support will be given for planning applications that provide (insert description) subject to (insert issues such as access, design, size)”

Action:  
· RE to draft the necessary words for the Reg 14 plan
· BDH to pick up the issue with local politicians after the May elections.

21.23	Budget update
The group received and noted the budget report from CTC CEO.  

22.23	Land West of Kingshill lane
[bookmark: _GoBack]The group received an update from SBM regarding a meeting held by CTC Planning Committee with Pegasus (planning consultant for developers) and Preston Parish Council, which was also attended by members of the NPSG. 
· Pegasus shared initial plans for an application seeking outline planning permission for 280 homes on Land West of Kingshill Lane.
· The group fed back on issues ranging from connections, access and provisions for active travel, to flooding and foul water and preservation of green spaces.
· Next steps – Pegasus aim to submit application for outline planning permission in Spring 2023. 
· SBM will continue to liaise with the Pegasus and developer to enable CTC input in early stages of reserve matters application, should outline planning be granted.

23.23	Announcements
	None

24.23	Date and Time of Future Meetings
Scheduled Tuesday dates are as follows:    2nd May, 13th Jun, 4th Jul, 1st Aug, 5th Sep, 3rd Oct, 7th Nov, 5th Dec. PLEASE NOTE change to originally scheduled June date.

Agenda item for July, October, January and April – Budget update
[image: Picture 3]
image1.png




image2.jpeg




