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Cirencester Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group
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MINUTES of the Cirencester Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group meeting held on Tuesday 2nd May 2023 at 9:00am via Zoom.

PRESENT:
Brian Hudson, Chair of the Steering Group (Community Representative)
Christina Ibbotson (Community Representative)
Jim Grant (Community Representative) 
Martin Portus (Community Representative) 
Nicholas Arbuthnott (Community Representative)

Officers:  Sian Burke-Murphy, CTC, Project Officer, Corporate Services, Joseph Walker, Community Partnerships Officer (Publica), on behalf of CDC

25.23	Apologies
Andrew Tubb (CEO Cirencester Town Council) 
Cllr Sabrina Dixon (Chair of the Cirencester Town Council Climate Change Advisory Group)
Cllr Jan Gronow (CTC Councillor Representative)
Richard Eastham, Director Feria Urbanism 

26.23	Absent
Marco Taylor (Community Representative) 
Tony Buxton (Community Representative)
Cllr Nigel Robbins (CTC Councillor Representative)
James Brain, (Forward Planning Manager, Cotswold District Council)
Cllr Nick Bridges (CTC Councillor Representative) 
Cllr Patrick Coleman (CDC Councillor Representative)

27.23	Declarations of Interest
None declared.

28.23	Minutes of the Meeting
The Steering Group received, and approved as an accurate record, the Minutes of the Steering Group meeting held on 4th April 2023.  

29.23	Matters Arising
At the NPSG meeting on 4th April, BDH reported that the motion regarding proactive engagement with the Primary Care Surgeries to find sites to meet future needs, which was originally due to go to cabinet in November and then delayed to Spring 2023, continues to be delayed. This prompted discussion amongst the NPSG about what exactly the NP’s role could be in regard to Primary Care in Cirencester. Feria will produce an appropriate policy for the Reg 14 plan and BDH took an action to pick up the issue with local politicians after the May elections. This action will be carried forward to the next agenda.
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30.23	Reg14 drafting
There was discussion around the merits of replicating and overlapping, to a point, Local Plan policies in the Neighbourhood Plan.

JW referenced Paragraph 16 of the NPPF which suggests there shouldn’t be duplication between the NP and Local Plan, but he then explained that some examiners are more forgiving of policies which are similar but locally distinctive. JW therefore recommends that the SG is aspirational in its approach, including everything it wants to see in the NP and accepts that the LPA may edit some of that out.

The group discussed dates and format for the Deep Dive and agreed the following:
· Community members sub-group will submit full drafts for their sections of the Reg 14 document to Feria by 15th May.
· RE will return consolidated document to the group by 8th June.
· Community members to review and share issues  during w/c 12th June and a focused discussion will be possible at the Deep Dive. 
· Deep Dive will take the form of 3X half day face to face sessions starting w/c 19th June.
· Aim to resolve all issues by July

31.23	CDC update
JW provided a brief update on TCMP progress, in JBs absence, including procurement of consultants for the following projects: 
· Market appraisal for sites 
· Access and movement study 
· De-carbonisation of transport 
The group were informed that more details would follow after the local elections in May.

The Group discussed the appropriateness of including the TCMP in the NP and, referring again to the presentation given to the group by JB in March, it was agreed that the TCMP would have a dedicated chapter in the Neighbourhood Plan.
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32.23	Announcements
	None

33.23	Date and Time of Future Meetings
Scheduled Tuesday dates are as follows:    13th Jun, 4th Jul, 1st Aug, 5th Sep, 3rd Oct, 7th Nov, 5th Dec. 

Agenda item for July, October, January and April – Budget update
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